
Airport and Maritime 
Operations Manual

� Maritime Operations 1

Clearing Vessels

Contents
Introduction  page 3-3-1

Materials Needed  page 3-3-1
Methods and Procedures  page 3-3-2

Step 1: Determining if a Vessel Requires Boarding on Arrival  page 3-3-2
Step 2: Boarding Safety  page 3-3-5
Step 3: Inspecting the Vessel  page 3-3-5
Step 4: Documenting Ship Clearance  page 3-3-9
Step 5: Notifying and Reporting  page 3-3-10

Reference Section  page 3-3-10
Monitoring/Surveillance  page 3-3-10
Purging Stores and Garbage  page 3-3-11
Sealing Stores  page 3-3-11
Courtesy of the Port  page 3-3-15
Transferring Meat in a Vessel’s Stores  page 3-3-17
Taking Action on Vessels In Lay-up Status  page 3-3-18
Taking Action on Live or Dead Animals  page 3-3-18
Inspecting Cargo Holds for Khapra Beetle  page 3-3-21
Taking Emergency Action for Suspect Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) Ships  page 3-3-24
Procedures for Precleared Cargo  page 3-3-32

Introduction
������������	
�����������	
��
��
��	�	���������	
�����
�	��������
�����������
��������������	���	�����
��������������������������
���
�	����
���������
�������	����
���	�����������	�����
����������	���
���	������
����
��������
���	����	�������������
���������������
����
������
���	��
���������	
�����	����
��� !�������
���	����	
���
��	�����"���������������	��	����
������������
���������	#��
	���������
���	�������	����	�	�������������
��	����	����	����������
$���	�	���	
���
���
������������
��������������������	�����	��
��	�	����
��������	
�����	����
����������
���������	��	��
����	
��
�
�	����
�%������	����
�	�"��&���"�	������'���
���(%�&')�

Materials Needed
*����	������	���������������������
�����������
��
�	��������	����
����	�"����	�����+

◆ &��	���������'���������,
�	����(���������������	
���
��
�
�- ���	�������#	���������������)

◆ ���
���	���	��������	�
��������	������

◆ ������	�������	������
05/2003-08 Airport and Maritime Operations Manual 3-3-1
PPQ



Maritime Operations: Clearing Vessels
Methods and Procedures
◆ .
���	������

◆ /����	��������	�	�����	����0�	�����

◆ 1�����	���

◆ 2��������

◆ 2�������

◆ 3�	��

◆ �����	��
����	���
�������	���	���
��
�������	
�����	��	�������

◆ ��%�1
���445����0������
��/���
���&��	
�

◆ ��%�1
���466��'�	���������	
�����
��

◆ ��%�1
���74��� �������"�&��	
��,
�	�	���	
�

◆ ��%�1
���789��&�������:	
���	
�

◆ ��%�1
���784��,
�	���
��:	
���	
�

◆ %������	�������

◆ '���	����
��

◆ '����;���	���(�"���)����������������
�

◆ :	���

Methods and Procedures
���	���������������"
��������"������	��
����	
��
����������������	����
�	��������
����<
�����
��
�������������	���	����0�	�����
���
�	�����	��
	��
����	
��������������
�	�	
���
��&�������,
�	�	���	
��
��&��	�������
����������
�����������	���������
�	�	���	
��
�����	�����������
��������
������	���	�������������	��
�������	���
�����������	
���
����������������
�	���	�����	�������
������
���
��	�����'��������������	
�����
	
�������
����	��
���
���	��
����	
��

Step 1: Determining if a Vessel Requires Boarding on Arrival
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Categories of 
Vessels Which 
Require 
Boarding on 
Arrival
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Categories of 
Vessels Which 
May Warrant 
Boarding on 
Arrival
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Important

You must have the approval of the Regional Director to include these 
nonstandard categories of vessels in the board on arrival category.
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Methods and Procedures
Categories of 
Vessels for 
Deferred 
Boarding
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TABLE 3-3-1  Determine Whether to Board Vessels on Arrival

If the vessel: And your port:
And your port policy 
is to: Then:

Falls into one of 
the 8 categories 
for boarding on 
arrival

GO to  Step 3: 
Inspecting the 
Vessel on page 
3-3-5

Does not fall into 
one of the 9 
categories for 
boarding on 
arrival

Has approval from your 
Regional Director to 
include the category as 
a board on arrival

Does not have approval 
from your Regional 
Director to include the 
category as a board on 
arrival

◆ DEFER1 boarding of 
vessel

1 Defer means to board during regular work hours as time permits.

◆ GO to 
Categories of 
Vessels for 
Deferred 
Boarding below

◆ MONITOR vessel ◆ GO to  
Monitoring/
Surveillance on 
page 3-3-10
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Step 2: Boarding Safety

Boarding 
Instream
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Step 3: Inspecting the Vessel
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Determining if 
You Are at a 
Sealing Port
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Activities 
Involved When 
Inspecting 
Vessels
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TABLE 3-3-2  Determine if You Are at a Sealing Port

If your port is in: Then:

Alabama, California, Florida, Hawaii, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto Rico, Texas, 
or the U.S. Virgin Islands

◆ CONTINUE in step, then

◆ GO to  Sealing Stores on page 3-3-11 

St. Lawrence Seaway or Great Lakes ◆ CONTINUE in this step

◆ CHECK seals and reseal meats if necessary 
in support of Agriculture Canada's sealing

Other than the locations listed in the two 
cells above

◆ CONTINUE in this step

◆ DO NOT SEAL
05/2003-08 Airport and Maritime Operations Manual 3-3-5
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Gathering 
Information
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Inspecting 
Galley, Stores, 
Quarters, and 
Deck
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TABLE 3-3-3  Determine Where to Focus Your Inspection Based on Risk

If the vessel transited or loaded cargo or stores from: Then:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Burkina Faso, Cyprus, 
Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Libya, Mali, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Myanmar (Burma), Niger, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syria, Tunisia, 
or Turkey

INSPECT the vessel for khapra 
beetle

Africa—all countries on the continent, Belize, Brazil, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Ecuador, French 
Guyana, Guatemala, Guyana, Honduras, Mexico, 
Nicaragua, Panama, Peru, Suriname, or Venezuela

INSPECT the deck area for bee 
swarms; these countries are 
known to have Africanized 
honeybees
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Inspection 
Procedures for 
Africanized 
Honeybees

TABLE 3-3-4  Determine if Violation of MARPOL Annex V Exits

If the answers to the 
above questions were: Then:

1. Yes
2. No
3. No
4. Yes
5. No

A violation of MARPOL Annex V exists; do the following:

1. COMPLETE the Addendum to PPQ Form 288

2. GET the responsible vessel representative to sign the PPQ 
Form 288 and the Addendum

3. FORWARD PPQ Form 288 with an original signature and 
Addendum to the local Coast Guard Captain

Other than those listed in 
the cell above

DO NOT complete the Addendum to PPQ Form 288

Do not assign employees who are known to be sensitive to bee venom to this 
job.

1 If stock aerosol pesticide is unavailable, purchase and use a commercial wasp and bee killer.

Do not assign employees who are known to be sensitive to bee venom to this 
job.
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Methods and Procedures
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Step 4: Documenting Ship Clearance
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2 Even if no live bees were found, note this fact on the Ship Inspection Report (PPQ Form 288).
3 If a stock aerosol is unavailable, use a commercial wasp and bee killer. If you cannot immediately kill the 

swarm, then temporarily anesthetize them with a CO2 fire extinguisher until you can get an aerosol.

If you are stung, immediately scrape the stinger off by scraping it in the 
direction opposite where it entered the skin. You may scrape the stinger off by 
using your fingernail or any straight–edged instrument. Never pull the stinger 
out because this will force more venom into your skin as well as release more 
alarm pheromone. Since the stinger is barbed, immediate removal can greatly 
reduce the effect of the sting. To avoid more stings (since the site of the sting 
is releasing alarm pheromone), get to safety quickly and wash the site of the 
sting with soap and water.
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Purging Stores and Garbage
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Sealing Stores
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If a military vessel, use the directions for  Handling Regulated Garbage 
Aboard U.S. Naval and Coast Guard Vessels on page 3-6-5.1 Once purged, the 
vessel may have its stores and garbage regulated as if it were domestic.

1 These directions are based on NAVSUP for the Navy or the Subsistence Manual for the Coast 
Guard.
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Assessing Civil 
Penalties for 
Breaking Seals
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TABLE 3-3-5  Determine if You Are in an Area Where Sealing Stores Is Standard 
Practice

If you are in: Then:

Alabama, California, Florida, Hawaii, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Puerto Rico, Texas, or 
the U.S. Virgin Islands

GO to Determining What Fruit Fly Material 
to Seal on page 3-3-12 

Other than the locations listed in the above 
cell

DO NOT SEAL for fruit flies or Agriculture 
Canada

4 Mediterranean (West) countries: Albania, Algeria, France, Greece, Italy, Libya, Morocco, Portugal, Spain, 
Tunisia, and Yugoslavia.

5 West Indies: Annually, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Cuba, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guadeloupe (and St. Barthelemy), Haiti, Jamaica, Martinique, Montserrat, 
St. Eustatius, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Martin, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Turks and Caicos 
Islands, and the British Virgin Islands.
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TABLE 3-3-6  Determine Which Fruit Fly Materials Require Sealing Based on Origin of 
Commodities 

If the fleshy botanical fruits are from: Then:

Africa (except for Algeria, Libya, Morocco, 
and Tunisia)

SEAL all fleshy botanical fruits

Asia (except for Asian Russia, Japan, 
Korea, or Mongolia)

Australia

Chile SEAL only tomatoes

Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, or Panama

GO to Table 3-3-7 on page 3-3-14

Hawaii SEAL all fleshy botanical fruit except papaya 
(treated) and pineapple

Japan SEAL all fleshy botanical fruit except grapes, 
kiwi, legumes, pome fruit1, stone fruit2, and 
strawberries

1 Pome fruit—fruit such as apple, pear, or quince.

2 Stone fruit—fruit such as apricot, cherry, peach, or plum.

Mediterranean (West)3

3 Mediterranean (West) countries: Albania, Algeria, France, Greece, Italy, Libya, Morocco, Portu-
gal, Spain, Tunisia, and Yugoslavia.

GO to Table 3-3-7

Mexico or Belize

Puerto Rico or U.S. Virgin Islands (located 
in the West Indies)

South America, Tobago, and Trinidad 
(except Chile)

West Indies and Lesser Antilles4 (includes 
Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao)

4 West Indies: Annually, Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Cayman Islands, Cuba, Do-
minica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guadeloupe (and St. Barthelemy), Haiti, Jamaica, Marti-
nique, Montserrat, St. Eustatius, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Martin, St. Vincent and the 
Grenadines, Turks and Caicos Islands, and the British Virgin Islands.

Other than a country or State listed in the 
nine cells above

GO to Figure 3-3-8 on  page-3-3-15, which 
shows the countries for which sealing is not 
required
05/2003-08 Airport and Maritime Operations Manual 3-3-13
PPQ



Maritime Operations: Clearing Vessels
Reference Section
TABLE 3-3-7  Determine Which Fleshy Botanical Fruit to Seal

If the country of origin is: And the fruit is: Then:

Central America (except 
Belize)1

1 For an explanation, see Reasons for Sealing or Not Sealing Fruit Fly Host Material in Vessels’ 
Stores on page W-1-1.

Banana, cucurbit, eggplant, 
okra, legume, lemon, lime, 
pineapple, strawberry

DO NOT seal fruit

All other fleshy, botanical 
fruit

SEAL fruit

Mediterranean (West)1 Cucurbit, eggplant, legume, 
lemon, lime (sour), okra, 
pineapple, strawberry

DO NOT seal fruit

All other fleshy, botanical 
fruit

SEAL fruit

◆ Mexico1

◆ Belize1

Banana (Musa sp.), 
breadfruit, cactus fruit, 
cucurbit, date, grape, 
legume, lemon, lime (sour), 
litchi, mangosteen, okra, 
papaya, pineapple, 
solanaceae, strawberry

DO NOT seal fruit

All other fleshy, botanical 
fruit

SEAL fruit

◆ South America (except 
Chile)1

◆ Trinidad1

◆ Tobago1

Banana, eggplant, legume, 
lemon, lime (sour), okra, 
pineapple, strawberry

DO NOT seal fruit

All other fleshy, botanical 
fruit

SEAL fruit

West Indies1 Avocado, banana, 
breadfruit, cactus fruit, 
citrus, cucurbit, date, genip, 
grape, legume, litchi, 
mangosteen, okra, papaya, 
pineapple, solanaceae, 
strawberry

DO NOT seal fruit

All other fleshy, botanical 
fruit

SEAL fruit
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Courtesy of the Port
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FIGURE 3-3-8  Map of Fruit Fly Seal and Do Not Seal Areas of the World
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Animals Aboard 
Public Vessels
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Transferring Meat in a Vessel’s Stores
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TABLE 3-3-9  Transfer of Meat in Vessel’s Stores

If the meat 
originates:

And the 
vessel: And it is in: Then:

In foot–and– 
mouth disease 
(FMD), rinderpest 
(RP), classical 
swine fever (CSF), 
swine vesicular 
disease (SVD) or 
African swine 
fever- (ASF) free 
countries

Did not 
transit an 
infected 
country

 ◆ ALLOW transfer of meat under the 
direct supervision of PPQ to another 
vessel or to a cold storage facility 
within the port environs 

◆ Do not allow the meat to be used 
ashore

Transited 
an infected 
country

Box or carton 
(container) 
packed as 
originally 
shipped

◆ ALLOW only transfer of meat in 
unopened containers to another 
vessel or to a cold storage facility 
within the port environs

◆ Movement must be under direct 
PPQ supervision 

◆ Do not allow meat to be used 
ashore

Boxes or 
cartons that 
were opened 
(staples or 
bands 
removed or 
flaps unglued)

ALLOW transfer of stores only under 
the following conditions1:

◆ Direct supervision of a PPQ officer

◆ Transfer direct, over water from one 
vessel onto a barge or other floating 
carrier, then over water to the 
receiving vessel

◆ Require cleaning and disinfection   

1 If either of the conditions is not practical, then contact the Headquarters VMO.

In an infected 
country
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Special 
Procedures for 
Relanding Meat 
Aboard U.S. 
Military Vessels 
Returning from 
Foreign 
Countries
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Taking Action on Vessels In Lay-up Status
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Taking Action on Live or Dead Animals
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TABLE 3-3-10  Determine Action to Take if Animals Are Found

If the shipment is: Then:

Live animals or dead animals that are 
part of a live animal shipment

GO to Live Animals on page 3-3-19

Solely dead animals GO to Dead Animals on page 3-3-19
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TABLE 3-3-11  Action to Take When Live Animals Are Found

If the animal group 
is:

And the animals 
are: Then:

Horse, ruminant, or 
swine

Aboard the 
vessel

◆ HOLD the animals aboard the vessel

◆ NOTIFY VS by telephone

Off-loaded from 
the vessel

◆ HOLD the animals and the associated feed, 
bedding, etc., at the point of discovery1

◆ NOTIFY VS by telephone

1 Consider the welfare of the animals in severe weather. If you authorize movement, then clean 
and disinfect all areas occupied by, or equipment used to move the animals. Do not allow move-
ment to an area where other animals are present or away from the immediate area of the point 
of discovery. If the vessel is moving prior to VS arrival, then require cleaning and disinfecting of 
the vessel.

Birds (includes 
poultry and pet 
birds)

A commercial 
shipment

◆ HOLD the birds

◆ NOTIFY VS by telephone

Birds in baggage GO to  Handling Birds in Baggage on page 3-4-14

Birds in 
quarters

GO to Birds Aboard Vessels on page 3-3-20

Canine2 (dogs)

2 Dogs kept around livestock may carry tapeworms.

Used with 
livestock2

◆ HOLD the animals 

◆ NOTIFY VS by telephone
With open 
sore(s)3

3 Could possibly be screwworm which feeds on living tissue.

Without open 
sore(s) or not 
used with 
livestock

RELEASE

Other than horse 
ruminant, swine, 
canine, or birds4

4 Refer primates to Fish and Wildlife and Public Health Service or to Customs.

1. INSPECT cages for prohibited items and have 
them removed

2. REFER to Fish and Wildlife Service
05/2003-08 Airport and Maritime Operations Manual 3-3-19
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TABLE 3-3-12  Action to Take When Dead Animals Are Found

If the animal is a: Then:

◆ Avian (bird)

◆ Equine (horse)

◆ Ruminant 

◆ Swine

1. SAFEGUARD the carcass
2. NOTIFY Headquarters VMO

Other than bird, horse, ruminant, or 
swine

NO ACTION is required by PPQ or VS

6 A PPQ Form 591 is used in lieu of PPQ Form 518 to allow fining on the spot.
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7 Inspecting the holds for khapra beetle is not routinely done on initial boarding.
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TABLE 3-3-13  Emergency Action to Take When Kaphra Beetle Is Found

If you found: Then:

Live khapra 
beetle(s)

1. ISSUE a warning notice to the captain of the vessel
2. SEAL the infested storerooms or safeguard the infested material
3. CONTINUE below

Dead khapra 
beetle(s) or 
their cast skins

◆ DO NOT take emergency action unless further inspection reveals live 
pests

◆ ASK the Captain or ship's agent if the vessel was previously treated to 
assure yourself that there are no live khapra beetles

TABLE 3-3-14  Action to Take When Vessels Sail without Treatment

If the vessel: Then:

Sails coastwise 
before treatment

◆ REQUIRE treatment at next port

◆ CALL or e–mail1 next port

◆ SEND copy of PPQ 288 and PPQ Form 523 by mail

Sails foreign without 
treatment

◆ REQUIRE treatment on return to the United States

◆ ORIGINAL PPQ Form 523 remains in effect

◆ DO NOT have to reinspect areas that were found infested unless 
treatment was conducted abroad 

◆ If treatment was conducted abroad, REQUIRE a foreign certificate 
of fumigation and then inspect to determine if infestation has been 
eliminated 
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Completing 
Certificate of 
Fumigation
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1 Include the following information: (1) name and nationality of the vessel; (2) departure from the 
port and date sailed from U.S. port; (3) location of infestation; (4) whether or not the vessel is 
returning to a U.S. port if known; and (5) return itinerary if known.

Take care when prescribing treatments to make sure treatments are not 
harmful to the commodities. Articles of cargo not infested or contaminated 
which are in the area may be removed if the owner or representative prefers 
and accomplishes the removal promptly without contributing to the spread of 
the pest.

Example An uncontaminated automobile may be removed from a khapra beetle 
contaminated cargo hold since foam rubber and possibly other components 
may be adversely affected by the fumigant.
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Taking Emergency Action for Suspect Asian Gypsy Moth (AGM) 
Ships
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Step 1: Checking the AGM Vessel Alert List
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Step 2: Checking the Ship's Itinerary
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Important

Southern ports need to be more aware of AGM inspection of ships year round. 
There is a possible risk of larvae hatching in these warmer climates even 
during the months which are not considered the high-risk hatching period.

Important

A hip’s name may change, but a ship's hull number never changes.

Important

If strange names are on the itinerary, get a map of the high-risk area (extreme 
southeast mainland of Russia) and match any listed ports.
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Step 3: Apply Criteria to Arriving Ships
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Exclude Entry to 
High-Risk Ships
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TABLE 3-3-15  Procedures to Follow for Ships Arriving During High-Risk Period

If ship is 
arriving:

And 
ship’s 
name is:

And the 
itinerary:

And called 
at Russian 
port:

And 
certification1: 

1 Certificate must be from the State Plant Quarantine Service of Russia and declare that the vessel 
is free of Asian gypsy moth (AGM).

Then:

March
April
May
June
July
August 
(high-risk 
hatching 
period)

Not on 
the alert 
list

Includes a 
Far Eastern 
Russian 
port

In July, 
August, or 
September

Is absent ◆ ENCOURAGE 
voluntary 
exclusion

◆ PROVIDE options 
for inspection 
outside the port 
area

Is present ◆ ALLOW 
movement to 
berth

◆  BOARD on 
arrival or at 
sunrise

Other than 
July, 
August, or 
September

Does not 
include a 
Far Eastern 
Russian 
port

 REQUIRE standard, 
non-AGM boarding 
procedures

Cannot be 
ascertained 
and it’s a 
Russian flag 
ship

◆ ENCOURAGE 
voluntary 
exclusion

◆ PROVIDE options 
for inspection 
outside the port 
area On the 

alert list
Is absent

Is present ◆ ALLOW 
movement to 
berth

◆ BOARD on arrival 
or at sunrise

Other than 
a month 
above

GO to Table 3-3-17 
on page 3-3-30
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TABLE 3-3-16  Action to Taken with Ships Arriving During Low-Risk Period

If the month 
is:

And the 
ship's 
name is:

And the ship's 
itinerary:

And the ship 
called at the 
Russian 
port(s) during: Then:

January 
February 
September 
October 
November
December 
(low-risk 
hatching 
period)

On the 
alert list

 

◆ ALLOW movement to 
berth

◆ BOARD on arrival or at 
sunrise

Not on 
the alert 
list

Includes a Far 
East Russian 
port 

 

Does not 
include a Far 
East Russian 
port 

 REQUIRE normal, 
non-AGM boarding 
procedures

Cannot be 
ascertained and 
it's a Russian 
flag ship

 

◆ ALLOW movement to 
berth

◆ BOARD on arrival or at 
sunrise
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Inspect Suspect 
AGM Ships

Step 4: Look for Egg Masses
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Important

 Look for AGM egg masses when boarding any ship from Asian ports.
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Step 5: Require Treatment
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TABLE 3-3-17  Inspect AGM Ships or Ships with Far East Russian Ports of Call

If the month is: And you find: Then:

March 
April
May
June
July
August
(high-risk
hatching period)

Egg masses or 
hatching larvae

ORDER the ship to leave (refer to the guidelines 
under Order a Ship to Leave)

No life stages 
of AGM

◆ ALLOW the ship to dock and conduct business

◆ REQUIRE daily monitoring for hatching larvae of 
AGM until the ship leaves the U.S. port

January
February
September
October
November
December
(low-risk
hatching period)

Egg masses DETERMINE final regulatory action based on level of 
infestation and guidance from management

Hatching larvae ORDER the ship to leave (refer to the guidelines 
under Order a Ship to Leave)

No life stages 
of AGM

◆ ALLOW the ship to dock and conduct business

◆ MONITOR the ship while in port
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Step 6: Monitor Ships
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Step 7: Report Inspection Results
�
����
���	������	
������������
�����
��
��+

1.  ������%����	�����������
���	������	
�����������
�&����	���
'�
����6�%�� �,����,1��,�.!� !
��
��.��"��5��
�
(7CJ)768AJ999���������	����������
�"�
����%�1
���466���������
����	�����������
�#�(�	#������/���	�	�����
���������	
����
��
����	����������
��	�	���	�	�����"���
������/����	�)��

 2. '�������
�"�
��	������	
����������������%�1
���466��
�����
���	
�������	���

 3. /�����"�	����	�"�����	��
����	
���	��������	�����E&?
�'�	��
�������	
��E

 4. �������������
��
�	���	��
����	
��������	���&?
���	��
	������	
��+

❖ '�	��,���

❖ 1���

❖ �
��

❖ �����
���������	
�

❖ �������
���������	
�;�
�	�	���(�	����������
���)�
�������	��
(���	
����#��);��	������������

��%�1
���466��'�	���������	
�����
�����������������
��
�����������
��
���	��
����	
���,
���	��#�������������������
��	������	
����������
���	
����#���

&��	��������/������(������)��	����
�	�"�%������	����
�	�"��&���"�	��
����'���
���(%�&')�
�����	��&?
���	��	������	
�����������%�&'��	���	��
������
�	�"�&��	��������/������
��>�'��&?
���	��	������	
�����������
��	��	��
����	
���	������������"��
����
����	����
������������&?
�
:������&�����@	����>��������
�����&?
���������������	����	�������
�����
��
���� -��	����%�.�����	��.
���������������
������

Important

Peak hatching of gypsy moth eggs is in the morning. Check the ship for 
dispersing larvae. These larvae move toward vertical structures and climb 
rapidly.
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